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In the states carved from the Northwest Territory during this
period, section sixteen in every township was set aside for the support
of common schools, though public education took shape slowly for
various reasons. Emigration followed parallels of latitude, and a
prolonged struggle took place in these new commonwealths to intro-
duce public schools among those who had come from states not com-
mitted to this ideal.
By the close of the " transition," considerable internal progress
had also been made in the schools. The organization of elementary
schools had been improved, textbooks had increased in number and
become less religious in content, secondary education had been democ-
ratized through the rise of academies, a large number of new colleges
had been chartered and the curriculum of higher education made
more practical, and state universities and professional education
had begun to develop.
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